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[ ] CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION




Overview of tho Writing Asscessment

This report presents results of the specilal assessment of writing skills
conducted during the 1979-80 achool year for the Department of Defensc Dependents
Schools ,DoDDS) by the Education Commission of the States (ECS)., The purposcs of
the stidy were 1) to examine the writing abilities of 9-, 13- and 17-ycar-olds
enrolled in the DoDDS system and 2) to compare their writing abilities to those
students enrolled in schools within the continental United States, as reported
by the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP).

The quality of 3 piece of writing depends upon many elements: content, style,
organization and mechanical features, such as sentence structure, punctuation,
grammar and spelling. For students, busy trying to learn the conventions of
writing, emphasis is often placed upon mechanics, sentence structure and paragraph
constructior. However, exclusive focys on these elements can result in writing
that, although technically correct, may not accomplish its intended purpose.

The 1978-79 DoDDS assessment of writing, w«lso conducted by ECS, was scored
primarily for mechanics. Counts of types of sentences used, errors in sentence
construrtion and errors in punctuation, grammar, word choice and spelling were
provided, as well as a measure of extent of paragraph development. These data
described the wéy the essays were constructed but did rot provide information on
content of the writing or its appropriateness for the task at hand.

To gain a more complete picture of the writing abilities of DoDDS students,
the 1979-80 assessment of writing focused on the ability of students to write for a
specific purpose. Nine- and 13-year-olds responded to an expressive writing task;

17-year-olds were asked to write one expressive and one persuasive.essay. The two



younger agen alao rvesponded to deveral {tems that required them to combine simple
soantoncen.  Thede Lftems were donigned to deternine whether atudentn could une
var lous cmbedding techniques when apecifically asked to lo no.

In addition, 13- and 17-year-olds anawered quenti{ons about thelr instructional
experiences with writing., Questions {nvolved frequency of writing done {n school,
uge of prewriting and rewrfiting techniques, extent of teacher feedback and enjoyment
of writing.

The ltems as presented to DoDDS students during the assessment appear in
Appendix A, It should be noted that all of these ftems were Included in National
Assessment's third survey of writing which was conducted during the 1978-79 school

year within the continental United States,

Scoring of the Writing Assessment

The essays written by DoDDS students were scored by tne primary tralit system
(PTS), a method developed by Mational Assessment to evaluate whether a piece of
writing achieves its purpose. In this system, essay tasks are designed so that
respondents have a specific purpose for writing and a particular audience in mind.
Essays are rated on a four-pcint scale for achievement of the primary trait --
whether it be expressive, explanatory or persuasive.

Each essay task has a scoring guide specifically tailored to the primary trait
being measured which unambiguously defines four levels of proficiency in the skill
being assessed. Generally, level 1 indicates no evidence of the skill, level 2
marzinal evidence, level 3 solid performance and level 4 very good performance.

Each paper is scored in terms of the scoring criteria rather than in terms of the

entire pool of papers. While this approach does not rank order papers, it does

v =3- 1:{)



provide a Jdeseription of atudent writing abilities fur the primary aktdl or tratt
being measured.

The expresndive writing tank administered at each age to the DobDY students
wan alao acored for cohesfon. Cohasion refers (o the many ways words and ddean are
linked together {n writing to create a sense of wholenean and coherence. For
cohesfon scoring, trailned readers rated ennayn {a terms of a four-point ncale
reprosenting different degrees of cohenlveness. Lovel | papers dinplay no or fow
connect fona between mentences and are loosely atructured; level 2 papers dinplay
attempts to tie ideas together but do 1ot show any unifying structure. Cohenlve
papers (level 3) display gathering and ordertng of details and (dean, and fully
coherent papers (level 4) display a number of strategies and services that bind
the narrative into a unified whole,

The sentence combining tashs aderinistered to 9- and 13-yesr-olds were 1lso
scored by trained readers. Generally, the items were scored i{n terms of whether a
student had successfully combined the sentences into a single sentence while
preserving the lexical and syntatic relationships present {n the original sentences.

Complete sco:cing sufdes for all of these items are presented in Appendix B.

Administration of the DoDDS Assessment

National Assessment procedures were replicated as closeiy as possible tc
insure ccmparability of DoDDS results. A representative sample of between 850 and
950 students at each of the three ages was initially selected from student listings
provided by the DoDDS schools. Although the goal was a sample of 759 students at
each age, oversampling techniques were used to reach the desired sample size.

This was done to allow for assessment materials being lost in the mails, the

gy
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ace fental fneluston of students who verfe not ages-eligible, atudent abicefivea andfof
moves from the achool, aml the potential exvlusion of atudents who participated in
admintatrations {n which the yaual admintstration procedures could nat be tollowved.

After the sample Tor an age Waas selected, materials vere mafled tu each svhool
having etudents aelected to participate tn the asseazment.  Theee maloriala tneluded:
a linting of atudents selected, an (onteact ton manaal to be used by the Dobhs
personnel renponntble for admintatering the assesnmont, the anneaanent boonklets
(one for each ntudent) and a paced audio tape that read Inatructions and aanednment
ftema to studenta, Thivteen-vear-olds Were anacaned Juring Jatuary; D=year-olds
were anneaned during February and 17 <vear-olde were annennsd (o Mareh,

Datr collection procedures for DobDS A’ ftered alightly trom procediures uned by
NAEP.  Flest, schiool personnel were used to admintater the asnenusment.  Natlonal
Adnennment bireds and trafna a special administrattion staff, which travela to schools
to adminfuter anscessment matertals. However, such an approach did ot seem
cfficlent or cost-effective given the location of DobDS students throughout the
world. Second, although NAEP aaacases {ta 13-year-olds between October and December,
DolDS l3-year-olds were assessed i{n January because {t was not possible to work
out the logistics of assessing DoDDS students prior to that time. It was decided
that {f ll-yeac-old DoDDS students showed a radical difference from thelr stateside
counterparzs, a difference that did not show up at the other o age levels, the
difference in administration time would have to be considered as a factory.

However, the data do not reflect any sizeable effect that mirht be attributable to
time of asgcessment,

After the assessment for an age group in a particular school was cempleted,

materials were sent to the regional evaluation coordinators who in turn sent all



aséessment materials for an age group to Westinghouse DataScore Systems (WDSS),
Iowa City, Iowa, the scoring subcontractor. WDSS is also the scoring subcontractor
for National Assessment. On arrival, materials underwent receipt control pro-
cedures iike those used by Nar’onal Assessment to insure that all materia}s were
accounted for, to remove essays written by students who were non-age—eliéible and
to determine how to treat essays where there had been problems with the adminis-
tration of the assessment. As a result of these procedures, the final sample of
DoDDS students was less than the goal of 750 at two of the ages. At age 9, the
sample size was 710; at age 13, 780; and at age 17, 709. It should be noted that
the sample of DoDDS students at age 17 does not include any students from the
Panamanian region.
Readers were trained using a sample of NAEP and DoDDS papers. Once the

‘ readers were thoroughly versed in scoring procedures, they began to score the
essays received from DoDDS schools.

Escays were read by two readers for primary traits. If the score given by
these readers did not agree, a third reader resolved differences. Essays were
read, in another session, by two readers for cohesion. Again, if scores did not
agree, a third reader was used. Sentence combining tasks also were scored by
trained readers; only one reader was used for each of these items.

Since the DoDDS assessment was conducted in 1979-80 and the last NAEP writing
assessment in 1978-79, papers were not scored together. Reliability studies were
conducted to insure that papers from the two different years were scored using the
same criteria ‘applied in the same way so that DoDDS and NAEP results were
comparable. A ten percent sample (250) of the National Assessment responses was

rescored” with theDoDDS responses, and their rescores were compared to their

w
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original scores, For the primary trait tasks, the percent of agreement between
the two scores was 91% for the persuasive essay administered to 17-year-olds, 96%
for the expressive tasks administered to 13- and 17-year-olds and 95% for 9-year-
olds' expressive task. For the sentence-combining items, the percent of agreement
was never below 98%. 1In each instance, discrepancies between the original score
and the rescore were examined to determine if readers were making a systematic
error in one direction or another. No systematic shifts in scoring were found.
Thus, it appears that the same criteria was applied in the way way for the scoring

of both the National Assessment and DoDDS papers.

Analysis of the Data

Each of the items included in the writing assessment was analyzed to produce
data for all DoDDS sfudents, males and females. In addition, results were analyzed
by length of time in the DoDDS system (less than a year, 1 to 2 years;:3 or more
years) and language spoken in the home prior to starting school (English only, a
language other than English, English and some other language). It should be noted
that these two reporting categories were based on student self-reports to questions
on the back of assessment booklets (found in Appendix A). Percentages of students
in each of the subcategories are preseated in Appendix C along with percentages in
the subcategories for the other questions included on the background questionnaire.

Since different people have different srandards for '"acceptable" levels of
writing ability, percentages of respcases falling in each score point for both
primarv trait and cohesion scoring are reported. Also, responses in categories 3
and 4 have been totaled for both types of scoring, and categories 2, 3 and 4 have

been totaled for primary trait scoring only.
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The relationships between students' responses to different items and different
scoring systems were also analyzed and are presented in the report. Primary trait
and cohesion ratings are compared'to determine whether those who do well on one
scale do as well on the other or whether the reverse is true. For 9- and 13-year-
olds, performance on essay tasks is compared with achievement on sentence‘combining
items. Finally, comparisons between the National Assessment and DoDDS results are
made when comparable data are available.

Differences in achievement between groups that are statistically significant
at the .05 level are asterisked in the tables in this report. From a statistical
viewpoint, this means that one can be 95% confident that the difference is real
and not a chance artifact of the study design or the sample. However, many results
may be important even though they are not statistically significant; conversely,
statistical significance does not automatically mean that a result has importance
from an educational point of view. Readers are urged to make their own judgments
.as to the educational importance of various results while reading the report,

The report has been organized by age group. Within each chapter, performancg
on the items administered to that age group are presented, followed by a discussion
of the relationships among performance on the various tasks. The comparison
between DoDDS studenté and their stateside counterparts, as measured by National

Assessment, is included at the end of each chapter.



' CHAPTER 2

RESULTS FOR 9-YEAR-OLDS




Performance of 9-year-old DoDDS Students

Items for 9-year-olds investigated writing skills through an open-ended essay
task and subordination skills through a series of items asking students to combine
several given sentences into one sentence.

The essay task was designed to elicit expressive writing, that is, writing to
reveal feelings or ideas. Expressive writing is useful as a method of initiating
writing instruction, particularly at the younger ages, because it generally involves
topics and techniques with which young students are familiar. Expressive writing
provides students with opportunities to make their writing precise and concrete
and to elaborate details~-skills that are needed. in other modes of discourse as well.

Storytelling is a form of expression with which uwost young students are familiar
and is easily translated to writing instruction by having students write their stories
rather than tell them. The writing task given to 9-year-olds examined skill in
written storytelling, asking them to write a story about a picture of a girl
collecting fireflies. The actual instructions were:

Here is a picture of a girl who is having fun in the summer. Look at the

picture for a while. What do you think she is doing? What do you think she

might do next?

Write a story that tells what the picture is about.

The item as it appeared to students and the picture are found in the 9-year-olds'

item booklet in Appendix A. Nine-year-olds were given approximately 15 minutes

to complete their essay. Since the specific task was to "write a story that tells
what the picture is about", students were expected to write some sort of story or

narrative, not merely to describe the picture.

Responses to this task were first judged for rhetorical effectiveness—-—
how well they achieved the purpose (or primary trait) of the task, which was to

tell a story. The primary trait rating criteria, established prior to seeing the

17



responses, specified four levels of quality from inadequate to excellent. The
lowest rated responses (level 1) tended to provide some minimal information or
explanation about the picture by simply and briefly_answering the questions.
The next (level 2) level of papers provided moderate to ample explanatioun, but
not in a story framework. Competent responses (level 3) exy.iained what was
happening in a narrative framework, and superior (level 4) papers provided
fully controlled and detailed stories. The complete scoring guide appears in
Appendix B.

Table 1 shows percentages of DoDDS 9-year-olds in each score category as |
well as percentages for categories 2, 3 and 4 combined (marginal or better
papers) and 3 and 4 combined (competent or better papers). The nonrateable
category, 0, includes students who did not respond, wrote on a different topic
cr wrote so illegibly that their papers could not be scored.

Table 1. Percentages of 9-year-olds at Each Primary Trait Scor~ Level,
"Fireflies" Exercise.

Nonrate- Some Ample Adequate Developed Marginal Competent
able Explanation, Explanation, Story Story or Better or Better
No Story Little/No
Story
0 1 2 3 4 2,3 & 4 3 &4
2.8% 12.1% 58.9% 23.1% 3.1% 85.1% 26.2%%

+Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding.

About one-quarter of the 9-year-olds wrote competent or better stories;
an additional three-fifths were able to describe or explain the picture. Thus,
about eighty-five percent were able to perform this task at at least a marginal

level.
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In addition to a score for overall rhetorical effectiveness, papers were
rated for cohesion. Cohesive ties are the devices writers use to link ideas
and give their narratives coherence. There are many kinds of cohesive ties
and strategies. Some primary kinds--lexical cohesion, coﬁjunction, reference,
substitution and ellipsis-—aré illustrated in the cohesion scoring guide for
this exercise found in Appendix B. A writer can also‘achieve coherence by
using rhythm, repetition, story frames, introspective summing up and other such
strategies to bind parts of the narrative and guide the readers.

Scorers were trained to recognize all these approaches and then categorized
the "Fireflies" pzpers using a four-point scoring guide. Papers in the lowest
group (level 1) display no or few connections between sentences and are loosely
structured. Papers in the next group (level 2) display attempts to tie ideas
together here or there but do not show any unifying structure. Very little
would be lost if details were rearranged. Cohesive papers (level 3) display
gathering and ordering of details and ideas, and fully coherent papers (level 4)
display a number of strategies and devices that bind the narrative into a unified
whole. A more complete description of the four score points appears in Appendix B.

Table 2 shows the percentages of DoDDS 9-year-olds whose paﬁers were rated in
each of the four cohesion score points and percentages in score points 3 and 4
combined. Results for levels 2, 3 and 4 combined are not presented because level

2 papers are not really cohesive.

Tatle 2. Percentages of 9-year-olds at Each Cohesion Score Level,
“Fireflies" Exercise.

Non- Inade- Attempts Cohesion Cohesion Cohesion
rate- quate at and or
able Cohesion - Coherence Better
0 1 2 3 4 3&4
2.8% 13.1% 41.0% 38.3% 4.8% 43.12%

*?ercentages may not add to 100% due to rounding.

~12-
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More 9-year-olds had scores of 3 or better on cohesiveness than did on the
primary trait of this essay-—the ability to tell a story. Slightly over 40% wrote
cohesive essays, while only 26% were competent or be:ter at telling a story.

In studying the relationship of primary trait and cohesion scores, it was
found that scores on the two scales tended to be similar. Sixty percent of the
9-year-olds had the same score on both scales--6% received a rating of 1 on both,
32% scored a 2 on both, 18% scored 3 on both and 3% scored 4 on both. For the
other papers, scores were usually not more than one score point apart. When there
was a difference, students tended to do better on the cohesion scale. For example,
20% of the 9-year-olds received a primary trait rating of 2 and a cohesion rating
of 3, indicating that many of the papers that described the picture instead of
telling a story were still cohesive.

‘ Nine-year-old girls appear to be better storytellers than boys at that age,

or perhaps they are simply more willing to engage in the task of telling a story.
Although males and females did not differ significantly from the overall DoDDS
percentage in writing cohesive essays (levels 3 & 4) females showed a tendency

to do better than males)and females were more likely than males to achieve the

4 level in essay cohesiveness, with 7% of them writing fully cohesive essays
compared with 3% of the males. Table 3 summarizes the differences in primary

trait ai.l cohesion performance on this exercise for males and females. Differences
from the overa%} percentage are shbwn in parentheses beneath the percentage for
each sex. A positive difference indicates performance above the overall

percentase; a negative difference indicates a performance below the overall

level.




Table 3. Results for Male and Female 9-year-old Students,
"Fireflies" Exercise.

All DoDDS 9-year-olds Males Females
Primary trait score
3 & 4 combined 26.27% 20.4% 32.5%
(-5.8%) (6.3%)
2, 3 & 4 combined 85.1 82.1 88.3
(-3.0%) (3.2%)
Cohesion score
3 & 4 combined 43.1% 39.7% 46.87%
(-3.4) (3.7)

*Indicates difference is statistically significant at the .05 level.

Students were asked what language was spoken most often in the home before
they entered schecol: English, some other language or both English and another
language. Results for this item did not differ significantly by language spoken
in the home. Any differences that did appear were generally small and not
consistent.

Students were also grouped as to whether they and spent less than one year,
one to two years or three or more years in the DoDDS system. As Table 4 shows,
patterns of performance did not show many differences for the number of years
attending DoDDS schools, although there was a tendency for those who had been
in the DoDDS system for three or more years to be less likely to appear in the
lowest (level 1) primary trait and cohesion categories. Table 4 shows only
differences from the overall DoDDS percentage; again, positive differences in-
dicate a performance above the overall percentage, while negative differences

describe a performance below the overall percentage.



Table 4. Jifferences in Primary Trait and Cohesion Results for 9-year-olds
Attending DoDDS Schools for Different Lenuths of Time,
"Fireflies" Exercise.

Overall Less
Percentage Than
1 yr. 1-2 yrs. 3 .r more yrs.
Primarv Trait 1 12.1% 2.6% 2.2% -4,2 7%
2 58.9 -7.1 -1.3 5.0%
3 23.1 4,2 0.6 -0.4
4 3.1 1.1 0.2 -0.2
Cohesion 1 13.1% 0.2% 1.67% -3.47%*
2 41.0 1.7 -4.3 3.1
3 338.3 -3.3 4.6 1.0
4 4.8 2.2 -0.3 -0.5

*Indicates difference is significant at the .05 level.

‘ Nine-year-olds also responded to three sentence combining tasks in which
they were given three simple sentences and asked to combine them into a longer
sentence ihat meant the same thing. These items were developed to determine
whether students demonstrate subordination skills when specifically asked to do
so. These skills—processes by which writers embed information in their sentences--
enable good writers to convey information more efficiently. Respondents were
asked to combine the following three sets of sentences. The complete items and

instructions to respondents are found in Appendix A.

Part A. Bill's coat was in the closet.
The coat was new.
It was leather.

Part B. A rope was the clue to the mystery.
The rope was twisted.
The rope was hanging from a tree branch.

. Part C. John knows a magician.
The magician is clever.
The magician can make an elephant disappear.
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Three criteria were used for scoring responses. First, responses were scored
for the number of T-units used. (A T-unit is a main clause with all its attendent
modifying words, phrases and dependent clauses.) A correct response could contain
only one T-unit. This approach describes subordination and coordination of words,
phrases and subordinate clauses, but does not provide information about whether
students tended to string independent clauses together into compound sentences
or run-ons rather than embed information. Second, responses were scored for
lexical content--whether additions to or omissions of the given content had occurred.
Third, responses were scored for syntax--whether the combined sentence had a meaning
that was the same as, or at least not prohibited by, the meaning of the original
sentences without becoming awkward or stylistically inept. To be considered correct,
‘students had to use only one T-unit, preserve the given content without adding to
it and retain the meaning of the original sentences. The complete scoring guides
for these items are presented in Appendix B.

Part A, "Bill's coat," measured single-word modification skills and could be
answered by simply using adjectives to modify the word "coat."” The second two
tasks Qere more difficult. Each required the use of an adjective, bur Part B also
required a modifying phrase and Part C a relative clause. As seen in Table 5,
9-year-olds did not prove to be highly proficient on these items. Approximately
41% of the 9-year-olds combined the sentences in part A correctly; fewer students--
21% and 20%--answered parts B and C, respectively, correctly. Only 10% of the
9-year-olds responded to all three items correctly. Forty-seven percent answered

at least one correctly, and 26% answered two or more correctly.



Table 5. Percentages of 9-year-olds Responding Correctly to Sentence
Combining Items.

Percentage of 9-year-olds
Responding Correctly

Part A 41,47
Part B | 20.9
Part C 20.4
At least one correct 47.2
At least two correct 25.6
All three correct 9.9

Some 9-year-olds followed instructions and generated only one T-unit but made
errors in other aspects of sentence combining; others used more than one T-unit.
Percentages making several different types of errors are summarized in Table 6.

.. Table &G. Percentages of 9-year-olds Making Various Errors on Sentence
Combining Items.

Percent of 9-year-olds

Part A Part B Part C
Used one T-unit and correct syntax, 10.0% 10. 3% 5.5%
made lexical errors
Used one T-unit and correct lexicon, 3.4 5.2 9.0
made syntax errors
Used one T-unit, made both lexical 2.8 6.8 6.3
and syntax errors
Used more than one T-unit 23.8 31.0 33.4

On sentence combining items, the difference between males' and females'
performance generally was not significant. Differences in the language spoken
in the home al » did not appear to have any appreciablc relationship to performance.
Those who did well on primary trait and cohesion scales were more likely to do

. well on sentence combining items than those who scored lower on the two essay scales.
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Approximately 10%Z of the total sample of DoDDS 9~-year-olds got all three sentences
right. Nearly everyone whu got all three sentences right scored 2 or better on both
the primary trait and cohesion scales--9.3% got all three sentences right and scored
2 or better on the primary trait scale while 9.6% did so on the cohesion scale.
Table 7 shows a comparison of primary trait and cohesion scores with sentence

combining performance. For both scales, the first column shows the total percentage
in a score point and the other columns show the percent of the total sample getting
0, 1, 2 or 3 of the sentence combining tasks right. In addition, the percentages in

parentheses show the percentage of those in that score point getting various numbers

of sentences correct. To obtain these percentages, each score point is separately

considered as 100%.

Table 7. Comparison of 9-year-olds Primary Trait and Cohesion

Scores with Sentence Combining Performance.

Primary T -ait Scalel
Total Percent Got O (% of Got'l (% of Got 2 (% of Got 3 (% of
In Score Sen- Score Sen- Score Sen- Score Sen- Score
Point tence Point) tence Point) tence Point) tence Point)
Com- Com~ Com- Com-
bining bining bining bining
items item items items
right right right right
1 12.1 (100%)2 9.2%Z (76%) 1.3% (11%) 1.17 (9%) 0.6% (5%)
2 58.9 (100%) 33.0 (56%) 13.4 (23%) 8.5 (14%) 4.1 (7%)
3 23.1 (100%) 7.6 (337%) 6.3 (277%) 4.9 (217%) 4.2 (18%)
4 3.1 (100%) 0.4 (137) 0.6 (19%) 1.1 (357%) 1.0 (327%)
Cohesion Scalel
1 13.1 (100%)2 9.67% (73%). 2.47% (18%) 0.8% ( 6%) 0.3% (27%)
2 41.0 (100%) 26.1 (647%) 7.6 (19%) 4.9 (12%) 2.4 (67)
3 38.3 (100%) 13.9 (36%) 10.4 (27%) 8.2 (21%) 5.8 (15%)
4 4,8 (100%) 0.6 (13%) 1.1 (237%) 1.7 (35%) 1.4 (297%)

IThe total percentage of DoDDS students does not total 100% because some
essays were nonrateable.

2Percentages of score points may not total 100% due to rounding error.
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As seen in Table 7, considerably higher percentages of those in the lower score
points did not answer any senience combining items correctly, while the majority of
those in score point 4 on either scale combined either two or three sets of sen-
tences correctly. Approximately one-third of those at level 3 on both the primary
trait and cohesion scales failed to answer any of the sentence combining items
correctly.

Comparison of Results for DoDDS 9-year-olds and the Nation

In writing a story about the girl catching fireflies, DoDDS 9-year-olds did
considerably better than their stateside counterparts, as measured by NAEP, on both
the primary trait and cohesion scales. Table 8 presents percentages of DoDDS students
and the nation in various score points and the differences in these percentages.
Positive differences mean that the DoDDS percentage was higher than the national
percentage; negative differences indicate that more students i:. the nation that DoDDS
students were found in a score category.

Table 8. Comparison of Primary Trait and Cohesion Scores for
9-year-old DoDDS Students and the Nation, "Fireflies" Exercise.

Nation DoDDS Difference
Primary Trait Score
1 29.37% 12.17% -17.2%
2 57.3 58.9 1.6%
3 9.4 23.1 13.7%
4 0.6 3.1 2.5%
3 & 4 combined 10.0 26.2 16.2%
2, 3 & 4 combined 67.3 85.1 17.8%
Cohesion Score Level
1 28.8% 13.17% -15.7%
2 46.0 41.0 - 5.0%
3 20.9 38.3 17.4%
4 1.0 4.8 3.8%
3 & 4 combined 21.9 43.1 21.2%

*Indicates difference is statistically significant at the .05 level.
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. About two and one-half times as many DoDDS students as the nation scored 3
or better on the primary trait scale, while twice as many scored 3 or better on
the cohesion scale. A far higher percentage of the nation was found in level 1.
on both scales than DoDDS students, although percentages in level 2 were more
similar.

Differences were also evident on the sentence combining items (Table 9).
Although differences were not significant on the easiest set of sentences,
DoDDS students outperformed the nation by about five percentage points on the
other two. Percentages of those who used one T-unit but made lexical or syntactic
errors or both and percentages who used two or more T-units were similar for the
nation and DoDDS students.

Table 9. Comparison of 9~-year-old DoDDS Students' Performance and
the Nation, Sentence Combining Items.

. Nation DoDDS Difference
Part A Bill's coat 38.1% 41.47 3.3
B Rope 15.8 20.9 5.1%
(») Magician 15.6 20. 4 4, 8%
One or more correct 41.5 47.2 5.7%
Two or more correct 20.4 25.6 5.2%
All three correct 7.5 9.9 2.4

Differences between DoDDS and NAEP males and females did not always parallel
the differences seen for overall performance. For primary trait scores on the
"Fireflies" exercise, more DoDDS males than males in the nation were found at score
level 2 and fewer DoDDS females than females in the nation appeared there. At
score level 4, no significant differences occurred between the two groups of males,
but more DoDDS females than females in the nation scored there. Differences in
perfo?mance by sex were the same as overall differences between DoDDS students and

the nation on the cohesion scale.




On the sentence combining items, no differences between DoDDS and the nation
were seen either In overall performance or in performance of males and females on
part A, For parts B and C, on which DoDDS students were above the national per-
formance level, performance of males in DoDDS and in the nation did not differ
significantly while more DoDDS females than females in the nation answered correctly.
Performance of DoDDS males did tend to he above that of males in the nation but the

differences were not statistically significant.



‘ CHAPTER 3

RESULTS FOR 13-YEAR-OLDS




Performance of 13-year-old DoDDS Students

Thirteen-year-olds also responded to one essay item and three sentence
combining tasks. In addition, l3-year-olds answered a series of questions about
their instructional experiences with writing.

Like the 9-year-olds, l3-year-olds were asked to perform an expressive writing
task, Expressive writing is writing done primarily for fun and self-expression,
rather than for some other purpose, such as explanation or persuasion. This by no
means diminishes its import -:e, for the skills involved in expressive discourse are
central to all kinds of communication. Accordingly, many teachers develop student
writing skills and capitalize on student enthusiasm at the same time by providing
frequent expressive opportunities.

Following is the expressive assignment given to l13-year-olds:

Pretend that when you got up this morning, you looked out the window and
saw that it was raining. How did you feel?

Think for a while about the feelings you have on a rainy morning. Then
write a composition telling how a rainy school morning makes you feel.

The item as it appeared to students is found in Appendix A.

Although tbhis appears to be a simple enough task, it is not. Many people
have difficulty writing about feelings. Their first drafts serve to get the
feelings named, but they usually need another draft in which to shape and harmonize
the feelings, especially if they are contradictory or complex. 1In the assessment,
students only had one chance to do the assignment, of course, so the results should
be considered with this in mind.

The primary trait scoring guide for this item was designed to evaluate success
in expressing feelings through systematic elaboration of details that create a mood.

The feelings may be either simple or complex, but they should not be abstract and

undetailed.



The complete primary trait scoring guide for this item is found in Appendix B.
Briefly, the four levels of competency involved the following criteria. Category
1 responses show little or no expression of feelings; category 2 responses e¢vidence
a minimal expression of feelings by naming or implying a feeling and naming some
features of the situation that account for the feeling. Responses in category 3
establish and elaborate a feeling but do not show simultaneous control of structure
and detail. Category 4 responses precisely define a feeling and substantiate it
through a variety of details systematically arranged in a structure.
Table 10 presents levels of skill in accomplishing the primary trait of
this task. The majority of the students made category 2 responses.

Table 10. Percentages of l3-year-olds at Each Primary Trait Score Level,
"Rainy Day' Exercise.

Non- Little Minimal Expressed Elaborated Marginal Competent
rateable or no Feelings Feelings Feelings or or
Feelings  Expressed Better Better
Expressed
0 1 2 3 4 2,3 &4 3&4
0.6% 27.4% 56.4% 13.9% 1.7% 72.0% 15.52%F

+Percentages may not total 100% due to roundings,

Although relatively few students--approximately one-sixth of them--wrote
competent or better responses, th : is, responses that contained a clear expression
of feelings, slightly over seven-tenths of the students wrote responses that were
at least minimally acceptable.

Responses to the "Rainy Day" essay were also scored for cohesion. As mentioned
previously, cohesive ties are the devices writers use to link ideas and give their
essays coherence. There 2re many kinds of cohesive ties and strategies, some of
which are illustrated in the cohesion scoring guide for "Rainy Day," shown in

Appendix B. The cohesion scoring guide describes four levels of competence. The
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‘ lowest level (level 1) response cont;ins clauses and sentences not connected beyond
pairings. Level 2 responses show an attempt at gathering details but very little
would be lost if the details were rearranged. In level 3 responses, details are
gathered and ordered but there are sections of details that stand apart as sections.
In level 4 papers, the number and variety of cohesion strategies used bind the
details and sections into a wholeness.

Table 11 shows percentages at various cohesion score levels on the '"Rainy Day"
item. Results are given for levels 3 and 4 combined but levels 2, 3 and 4 are not
combined because level 2 papers are not really cohesive. About 42% wrote papers

judged as cohesive.

Table 11. Percentages of 13-year-olds at Each Cohesion Score Level,
""Rainy Day" Exercise.

Non=- No Attempts Cohesion Coherence Competent
rateable Cohesion at or
' Cohesion Better
0 1 2 3 4 3 &4
0.6% 5.6% 51.8% 36.9% 5.0% 41.9%%

+Percentages may not total 100% due to roundings.
As can be seen from examining the pri-ary trait and cohesion scores (Tables

10 and 11, respectively), l3-year-olds were more adept at writing cohesive

responses than at defining and explaining a feeling using a structure and

elaborated details. Many fewer students were found at level 1 on the cohesion

scale and the percentaée of level 3 or 4 cohesion responses was substantially higher.

The same trend was seen at age 9--26% of the 9-year-olds scored 3 or better on the

primary trait for their essay but 43% scored 3 or better on cohesion.
Thirteen-year-olds' greater facility at writing cohesive responses is supported

by a comparison of their scores on the two scales. As seen in Table 12, almost all
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the students had cohesion scores identical to or higher than their primary trait
scores. Nearly half had the same scores; almost half had higher cohesion scores.
About 20% who were judged 2 on the primary trait received a 3 for cohesion. Also,
9% of those who did not express feelings at all (primary trait level 1) still wrote
papers judged cohesive (levels 3 or 4).
Table 12. Comparison of 13-year-olds' Primary Trait and Cohesion
Scores, "Rainy Day" Exercise.

cohesion Scores

1 2 3 4
Primary Trait
1 3.3% 15.57% 8.2% 0.4%
Scores
2 2.3 33.1 19.9 1.2
3 - 3.2 8.9 1.8

. 4t - - -— 1.7

lAll level 4 primary trait papers received a 4 on the cohesion scale because
coherence was a necessary condition for a level 4 primary trait rating.

Differences for males and females followed a pattern similar to that see.
for 9-year-olds, except that the female advantage on the primary trait scale
did not appear to be as strong aé age 13. As seen in Table 13, significant
differences in favor of females existed only at level 4 on both scales. On
the primary trait scale, more males than females were found in category 1, and,
correspondingly, more females wrote papers rated either 2, 3, or 4. However,
the difference between males and females was not significant when the upper two
primary trait score points were combined. Except for level 4, cohesion ratings

for the two sexes were much the same.
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. Table 13. Results for Male and Female l3-year-olds, Primf;ry Trait and Cohesion
Scales, "Rainy Day" Exercise.

Primary Trait Score All DoDDS Males! Females!l
Students

1 27.4% 31.17% 23.9%
(3.6%) (=3.5%)

2 56.4 54.1 58.7
(-2.4) (2.3)

3 13.9 13.8 13.9
(0.0) (0.0)

4 1.7 0.3 3.0
(-1.4%) (1.4%)

3 & 4 combined 15.5 14.1 16.9
(~1.4) (1.4)

2, 3 & 4 combined 71.9 68.2 75.6
(-3.8%) (3.7%)

. Cohesion Score

1 5.6% 6.8% 4,5%
(1.2) (~1.1)

2 51.8 52.2 51.4

3 ‘ 36.9 36.8 37.0
(-0.1) (0.1)

4 5.0 3.4 6.6
(-1.6%) (l.6%)

3 & 4 combined 41.9 40.2 43.6
(-1.7) (1.7)

INumbers in parentheses indicate difference from the overall percentage.
Positive numbers indicate a performance above and negative numbers a
performance below the overall percentage.

*Indicates difference is statistically significant at the .05 level.
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Language spoken in the home did not appear to be related to primary tralt
scores on this ltem, There is some evidence that language spoken in the home was
related to cohewiun scurcs. When score points 2, 3 and 4 were combined, those from
homes where Engllsh was not spoken when children were young were 7.6 percentage
points below the pz2rcentage for all DoDDS students, However, significant differ-
ences did not occur when score points 3 and 4 were combined.

Those who had beer in the DoDDS system for three or more years did better than
all DoDDS students when cohesion scores of 2, 3 and 4 were combined; this differ-
ence did not appear when only those in score points 3 and 4 were combined. No

significant differences were found for number of years in DoDDS for primary

trait scores.

Subordination skills--the processes by which good writers embed information
in their sentences--were measured through sentence combining items. Students
were presented with the following sets of simple sentences and asked to combine
each set into one sentence with the same meaning as the original sentences.

Part A. Her cries were lost in the storm.
Her cries were thin.
Her cries were small.

Part B. A guard kept the children from touching the animals.
The guard was bored.
The guard was at the doorway.
The animals were dusty.
The animals were stuffed.
The animals were in the museum display.

Part C.. The lookout was frightened.
He was clinging to the mast.
He realized the tidal wave would swamp the ship.
The wave would send it plunging to the depths.
The complete items and instructions to respondents are found in Appendix A,

General scoring criteria for these items were the same as those used

for 9-year-olds. To be correct, responses could contain only one T-unit. (A T-unit
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is a main clause with all its attendent modifying words, phrases and dependent
clauses.) Second, responses were scored for lexical content--whether additions

to or owissions of the given content had occurred. Third, responses were scored for
syntax--whether the combined sentence had a meaning that was the same as, or at least
not prohibited by, the meaning of the original sentences without becoming awkward or
stylistically inept. For a correct response, students had to use only one T-unit,
preserve the given content without adding to it and retain the meaning of the
original sentences. The complete scoring guides for these items are found in
Appendix B.

Performance on the sentence combining tasks was highly dependent on the nature
and complexity of the sentences being combined. Table 14 summarizes percentage of
correct responses on these tasks.

For Part A, since the noun is repeated in each sentence, tihie most apparent
combining strategy is simply to use adjectives to modify the noun, although in
this case transposed or post-noun modification (e.g., Her cries, tnin and small.
were lost in the storm.) would also be correct. About 7 of every 10 13-year-olds
successfully combined these sentences.

Part B also required modification combining strategies but was more
difficult in that two nouns (guard and animals) were involved, the number of
modifiers was greater and each noun required both pre-noun and post-noun modification.
The percentage of acceptable responses reflected the increased difficulty of the
task, dropping to 42%.

Part C was much more complex because there were many acceptable options,
employing both embedding and intra-T-unit conjoining, that could be used.

O~2-quarter of the l3-year-olds accomplished this task successfully.



' Table l4. Percentages of ll-year-olds Responding Correctly to Sentence
Combining Items.

Percentage of l3-year-olds
responding correctly

Part A 71.4%

' rt B 41.5

Part C 24.7
At least one correct 75.1
At least two correct 45.0C
All three correct 17.6

For all three tasks, many students combined the elements into one T-unit but
made errors either in lexical usage (added or omitted elements) or in syntax
(change of meaning). Others attempted to combine the sentences but used two

‘ or more T-units (Table 15).

Table 15. Percentages of 13-year-olds Making Various Errors on Sentence
Combining Tasks.

Part A Part B Part C
Used one T-unit and correct syntax, 2.7% 12.87% 8.3%
made lexical errors
Used one T-unit and correct lexicon, 11.5 4.3 i 4.4
made syntax errors
Used one T-unit, made both lexical 3.7 9.5 9.1
and syntax errors
Used more than one T-unit 5.4 26.0 45,5

Although not always statistically significant, differences on sentence

combining tasks uniformly favored females, as seen in Table 16.
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Table 16.  Results for Male and Female 13-year-olds, Sentence
Combining Ttems,

All 13-year-olds Male!  Femalel
Part A 71.4 % 67.9% 74.8%
(=3.5%) (3,4%)
Part B 41.5 38.6 44,3
("2.9) (2.8)
Part C 24,7 22.7 26.7
(-2.0) (2.0)
At least 1 correct 75.1 73.4 76.8
(-1.8) (1.7)
At least 2 correct 45.0 41,0 48.9
(-4.0%) (3.9%)
All three correct 17.6 14.9 20.2
(-2.7) (2.6)
INumbers in parentheses give the difference from the overall score. Positive
. numbers indicate performance above the overall level and negative numbers below
it.

Students whose fumilies did not speak English in the home before the
student's schooling b2gan were more likely to have difficulty with the sentence
combining tasks than either those whose families spoke English or those whose
families spoke both English and another language. Students from non-English-
speaking families were 16, 12 and 9 percentage points below the overall DoDDS
percentages on parts A, B and C, respectively. Thirty-two percent of those
from non-English-speaking homes answered 2 or more of these items correctly

compared with 45% of all DoDDS students.
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Number of ycars apent {n DoDDS schools did appear to be reluated to sentonee
combining performance, although the relationship wan not linear. As scen in
Table 17, those who had been in the DoDDS system lesa than a year did about un
well as all DoDDS students, those who had beon in the system 1-2 years dld worao
while those who had been in the system 3 years or more did better.

Table 17. Differences in Percentages Among l3-year-olds Attending

DoDDS Schools for DLifferent Lengths of Tlue, Sentence
Combining Items.

Overall Percentage Difference from Overall Percentage by
Years in DoDDS Systemt
Less than

! year 1-2 years 3 or more yvaru

Part A 71.47% -1.6% -5,3%% 3.8%%
B 41.5 0.7 4.0 3.1
c 24.7 2.0 -3.3 2.0
1l or more correct 75.1 0.7 -3.3 2.2
2 or more correct 45.0 -1.0 -6.€% 4,9%
All 3 correct 17.6 1.4 -2.8 1.8

+A positive difference indicates performance above the overall level; a negative
difference describes performance below it.

Table 18 shows a comparison of primary trait and cohesion scores with
sentence combining performance. For both scales, the first column shows the
total percentage of the DoDDS sample in a particular score point and the other
columns show the percent of the total sample getting 0, 1, 2 or 3 of the
sentence combining tasks right. In addition, the percentages in parentheses show

the percentages of those in that score point getting various numbers of sentences

correct. To obtain these percentages. each score point is separately considered

as 100%.



Table 18, Comparigon of ll=yedr=oldn' Primary Tralt and Cohenfon
Scoren with Sentence Combining Performance.

Primary Total % Got 0 (2 of 2 (ot 1 (% of ot 2 (% of ot 3
Tralt in Score Sen- Score Sen- Score Sen= eore Sen-
Scalel Point tence  Pcint) tence  Point) tence Point) tence
Com= Com~ Com= Com=
bining bining bining bining
tanks task Tauk Taak
right right Right Right
1 27.4% 9.74  (35%) 8.3% (302) 6.3% (232) 3.1%
2 56.4 13,6 (24%) 17.6 (312) 15.1 (27%) 10,1
3 13.9 1.0 ( 7%) 3.5 (25%) 5.1 (37%2) 4.2
4 1.7 0.1 ( 5%) 0.6 (35%) 0.8 (47%) 0.1
Cohceaion
Scalel
1 5.6% 2.4%  (43%) 1.8%  (322) 1.0% (18%) 0.4%
2 51.8 14.0 (27%) 16.2 (31%) 14.5 (28%) 7.2
3 36.9 7.7 (21%) 10.3 (282) 10.4 (28%) 8.6
4 5.0 0.4 ( 8%) 1.8 (362) 1.4 (28%) 1.4

(% of
Scorg
Point)

(11%)
(18%)
(30%)
( 5%)

( 7%)
(142)
(23%)
(28%)

IThe total percentage of DoDDS students does not total 100X because some essays

were nonrateable.

2percentages of score pointa may not total 100% due to rounding error.

As seen in Table 18, higher percentages of those in the lower score
points did not answer sentence combining items correctly. However, a larger
proportion of those in score level 3 than level 4 on the primary trait scale
answered two or three sentence combining tasks successfully. On the cohesion
scale, proportions of those in score levels 3 and 4 who answered two or three
sentence combining tésks correctly were fairly similar, but a far smaller
proportion of those in score level 4 [ailed to answer any sentence combining

tasks at all correctly. Thus, performance on the essay task did appear to be

related to performance on the sentence combining tasks, but the highest performance

on the essay scales did not necessarily result in the highest performance on the

sentence combining tasks. Similarly, differences in the proportion of the

various score levels getting different numbers of sentence combining tasks right
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were not always large and did not uniformly favor the higher performing groups

on the eséay item.

Besides actually writing, l3-year-olds also answered a number of questions
about how much writing they do, what kinds of instruction they have had and how
tﬁey feel about writing. The results (Table 19) prompt the following observations:
One in five l3-year-olds reported doing none or one paper during the
last six weeks. Nearly half had written 2 to 4 papers.

Thirty-nine percent reported that little or no English class time is de-
vofed to writing instruction. Seventy percent said the amount of
instruction is one-third of the class time or less.

Forty-six percent of the students said they usually are encouraged to
jot down ideas or take notes before writing a paper; 32% said they

‘ usually are encouraged to make an outline.

About one-third of the students receive written suggestions from their
;eachers; a slightly higher percentage -- 37% -- said their teachers
usually discussed their papers with them.

The vast majority - 85% - of the l3-year-olds usually or sometimes enjoy

writing assignments.
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Tabl= 19, Responses to Questions about Writing Instruction, Age 13

How many reports ard essays
written during the last six
weeks as part of any school

assignment?
0 6.9%
1 12.6
2-4 48.5
5-10 24.5
More than 10 4.9
Time spent in English class on
instruction in writing?
None 4.0%
Little 34.5
1/3 of time 32.3
1/2 of time 18.7
Most of time 10.2
Encouraged to jot down ideas and make notes
‘ before writing?
Usually 46.0%
Sometimes 46.5
Never/No papers written 7.1
Encouraged “o make outlines before writing?
Usually 32.47
_ Sometimes 47.3
Never/No papers written 20.0
Do you write a paper more than once before
turning it in?
Usually 49.27%
Sometimes 42.3
Never/No papers written 8.5
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Table 19. (continued)

When papers are returned, do they have
written suggestions on how to improve your writing?

Usually 32.9%
Sometimes 52.6
Never/No papers written 14.4
When papers are returned, do teachers
discuss them with you?
Usually 37.4%
Sometimes 52.2
Never/No papers written 10.4
After a paper is returned, do you
work on it again to improve it?
Usually 13.8%
Somet imes 52.7
- - Never/No papers written 33.5
Do you enjoy working on writing assignments?
Usually 28.9%
Sometimes 55.2
Never/No papers written 14.9

A comparison of males' and females' responses to these questions shows that
classtime spent on writing instruction and the ﬁumber of essays written are about
the same for males and females. Females at age 13 are more likely than males to
be encouraged to jot notes before writing and to write papers more than once before
turning them in. .hile girls do not say that they usually get written suggestions
or discuss their work with teachers more often than boys, they are more prone to say
they get this type of help "sometimes" than boys are. Females display much more
eﬁjoyment of writing than males. Thirty-eight percent oflthe females compared
with 227 of the males said that they "usually" enjoyed writing assignments; 20%

of the boys but only 10% of the girls said they never enjoyed writing assignments.
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Language spoken in the home and number of years spent in DoDDS schools did
not appear to have a relationship to instructional experiences or feelings about
writing. Very few significant differences in responses occurred for any of these
students in the different categories for these variables.

Comparison of Results for DoDDS l3-year-olds and the Nation

At age 13, DoDDS students again fared better than students in the United
States, as measured by NAEP, on writing tasks. In writing about their feelings
on a rainy day, DoDDS students did better than the nation on both the primary
trait and cohesion scales (Table 20).

Table 20. Comparison of Primary Trait and Cohesion Score for
13-year-old DoDDS Students and the Nation, '"Rainy Day" Exercise.

Nation DoDDS . Difference+
Primary Trait Score
1 33.27% 27.47% -5.8%
2 60.1 56.4 -3.7
3 5.7 13.9 8.1*%
4 0.5 1.7 1.2%
3 & 4 combined 6.2 15.5 9,.3%
2, 3 & 4 combined 66.3 71.9 5.7%
Cohesion Score Level
1 16.4 % 5.6% -10.7%
2 62.6 51.8 -10.8%*
3 18.8 36.9 18.2%*
4 1.7 5.0 3.3%
3 & 4 combined 20.5 41.9 21.5%

+ Positive difference means higher DoDDS percentage; negative difference shows
a higher national percentage.

* Indicates difference is statistically significant at the .05 level.
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The pattern of differences for 9- and l3-year-olds on their respective
essays was very similar. This would tend to support the conclusion that there
are distinct differences in the writing abilities of DoDDS students and the
nation. DoDDS students were less likely than the nation to appear in the lowest
primary trait category the lowest two cohesion categories. At both ages,
for both DoDDS students _.d the nation, percentages in a particular cohesion
category are generally higher than those in the corresponding primary trait
category. But DoDDS l3~-year-olds were two and one-half times as likely as the
nation to appear in the two highest primary trait categories and about twice as
likely to be found in the two highest cohesion categories.

DoDDS 13-year-olds also outperformed their counterparts in the United States
on sentence combining tasks although as for 9-year-olds, differences were not as
great as for the essay writing item (Table 21).

-

Table 21. Comparison of 13-year-old DoDDS Students' Performance and the
Nation, Sentence Combining Items.

Percent Correct

Nation DoDDS Differencel
Part A Cries 66.07% 71.4% 5.4%
B Guard 32.5 41.5 9.1%
C Lookout 19.9 24.7 4,9%
One or more correct 68.9 75.1 6,2%
Two or more correct 35.6 45.0 9.4%
All three correct 13.8 17.6 3.7%*

1 A positive difference indicates a higher DoDDS performance; a negative
difference indicates a higher national percentage.

Differences were all significant, ranging from 5 to 9 percentage points in

favor of DoDDS students. Differences in types of errors reported for these items

were not large or consistent across the three tasks. DoDDS 13-year-olds showed a

slightly higher tendency than the nation to generate sentences than had two
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instead of one T-unit but were otherwise free of lexical or syntax errors.

Dc differences in instructional experiences have any bearing on the observed
differences in writing skills between DoDDS and the nation,

There are some distinct d fferences in instructional experiences, as reported
by the students (Table 22), DoDDS 13-year-olds write more papers and spend more
English class time in actual writing instruction than do their stateside counterparts.
In addition, more DoDDS students said they usually receive written suggestions on
their papers, discuss papers with their teachers and are encouraged to jot notes
and make outlines. More DoDDS students, than the nation said they usually wrote
papefs more than once before turning them in, but DoDDS students and the national
population of 13-year-olds shared a similar disinclination to rework pupers after
they were returned.

Stxiking differences appeared in students' reactions to the task of writing.
Three of 10 DoDDS students said they usually enjoy writing assignments compared
with 2 of 10 in the nation. Approximately one-quarter of the nation's 13-year-olds
never enjoy writing compared with only 15% of the DoDDS students.

Ideally, a complete writing program would include 1) prewriting instruction,
2) oral and written feedback on papers, 3) encouragement to write several drafts of
papers and 4) opportﬁnities to work on papers after they have been reviewed by teachers.
DoDDS students were more likely to engage in these activities than the nation (Table 23;
For example, approximately one-fourth of the DoDDS students indicated that three or
four of these activities were a part of their writing program compared with 20% of

the nation.
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Table 22. Comparison of Writing Instructional Experiences of 13-year-old
DoDDS Students and the Nation.

How many reports and essays written
during last six weeks as part of any
school assignment?

Nation DoDDS Difference+
0-1 32.8% 19.5% ~13.3*
2-5 45.3 56.4 11.1%*
6-10 10.6 16.5 6.0%
more than 10 3.6 4.9 13
Time spent In English class on
instruction in writing?
None or little 44,17 38.5% -6.0%
1/3 of time 31.4 32.2 0.8
1/2 or most of time : 23.6 28.9 5.2%
Encouraged to jot down ideas and
make notes before writing?
Usually 40.9% 46.0% 5.2%
‘ Sometimes 47.1 46.5 -0.5
Never/No papers written 11.0 7.0 ~3.9%
Encouraged to make outlines bafore
writing?
Usually 27.5% 32.4% 4,9%
Sometimes 46.4 47.3 .9
Never/No papers written 24,5 20.0 ~4,5%
Do you write a paper more than once
before turning it in?
Usually 40.6% 49,2% 8.6%
Sometimes 45.5 42.3 =3.2
Never/No papers written 13.9 8.5 ~5.4%
When papers are returned, do they
have written suggestions on how to
improve your writing?
Usually 26.3% 33.0% 6.6%
Sometimes 56.1 52.6 -3.5
Never/No papers written 17.5 14.4 -3.2%
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When papers are returned, do feachers
discuss them with you?

Usually 31.2% 37.4% 6.2%

Sometimes 52.6 52.2 -0.4
Never/No papers written 16.2 10.4 -5.8%

After a paper is returned, do you
work on it again to improve it?

—_ Usually 13.7% 13.8% 0.1
Sometimes 50.5 52.7 2.1
Never/No papers written < 35.8 33.5 -2.3
Do you enjoy working on writing
assignments?
Usually 20.4% 29.97% 9,.5%
Sometimes 53.6 55.2 1.6
Never/No papers written 25.1 14.9 -10.1%*

Table 23. Comparison of 13-year-old DoDDS Students and the Nation Engaging
‘ in Variocus Numbers of Writing Instructional Activities

Activities:
Prewriting (jot notes or make outline)
Write paper more than once
Receive teacher suggestions (oral or Qritten)

Rework pzaper following suggestions

Nation DoDDS Difference
Participate in at least one of the
abova 83.0% 90.6% 7.6%
Participate in at least two of the
above 51.4 59.9 8.5%
Participate in at least three of
the above 19.9 25.6 5.7%
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CHAPTER 4
D

RESULTS FOR 17-YEAR-OLDS




Performance of 17-Year-0ld DoDDS Students

DoDDS l7-year-olds were asked to complete two writing samples--one an
expressive essay.and the other a persuasive piece. The expressive essay was
scored for achilievement of the primary trait and for cohesion; the persuasive
task was scored only for accomplishment of the primary trait. In addition,
l7-year-olds answered questions about their instructional experiences with writing.

Expressive writing involves writing primarily for fun or self-expression
rather than some other purpose, such as explanation. Assessment of expressive
writing permits a description of other than purely functional writing tasks and
allows students to display tneir creative or expressive abilities as well as
their facility in writing skills.

To display their expressive skills, l7-year-olds were asked to write a
fictional narrative. The assignment was to look at a picture of a stork and
write a story about it. The text of the assignment was:

Look at the picture printed on the opposite page for awhile, and then

make up a story about it. When you are ready, write your story. It

may be helpful for you to start with one of the following lines, but

you may begin in any way you wish.

Possible First Lines

"I'm telling you, Henry, if you don't get rid of that thing, it's
going to eat up the cat!"

"But, Mother, I am telling the truth! It laid an egg in the Chevy."
"Last night a very odd-looking bird appeared in the neighborhood."
The picture and the item as the l7-year-olds saw it are found in the l7-year-olds'
booklet in Appendix A.
Students were given approximately 25 minutes in which to write. In effect,

: . '
they created first-draft, not polished or edited, narratives.
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Since the instructions were to write a story, the papers were first scored
in terms of storytelling skills. 1In particular, scorers were looking for a
consistent point of view, sustained narrative structures and amplifying details.
Papers were rated from a score of 1 (inadequate) to 4 (very good). Level 1
responses either simply provide a few descriptive details without a narrative
framework or add a few details to the situation given in the instructions. 1In
level 2 responses, a situation is invented to account fo: the bird, but the plot
is not well-structured or detailed. Level 3 responses show a structured plot,
elaborated with appropriate details; level 4 responses tell a complete story
with appropriate details, and resolve it fully and consistently. The complete
scoring guide for this item appears in Appendix B,

In this scoring of the papers, the focus was on rhetorical competence,
on mechanics, spelling and so forth. Primary trait scoring is only concerned
with the percentages of students displaying the narrative skills elicited by the
exercise. Those skills -- control of point of view, ability to sustain an
explanatory framework and ability to use details in order to advance a narrative
or make it entertaining -- are as useful in nonfiction writing as they are in
fiction. Although one cannot conclude that students who do poorly on this task
will never display such skills on some other, less inventive task, one probably
can conclude that students who do well on this task are likely to have those
skills available for other kinds of writing.

Nearly three-quarters of the 17-year-olds' papers were scored 3 or 4,

indicating that the vast majority have access to these skills (Table 24).



Table 24. Percentages of 17-year-olds at Each Primary Trait Score
Level, "Stork'" Exercise.

Nonrate-  Inadequate Some Story- Full Marsinal or Competent
able Story- tellinz Story- Better or Better
telling telling
0 1 2 3 4 2, 3, 4 3&4
0.1% 2.1% 24.3%  64.5% 9.0% 97.8% 73.5%"

+Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding.

Even higher percentages were successful in composing papers that were cohesive.
The cohesion scoring guide, also a four-point scale, was the same as that used for
9- and 13-year-olds' essays. As for the other ages, a score of 1 signifies a
noncohesiv2 response, while level 4 signifies a completely unified presentation.
In a level 2 paper, details are gathered but little would be lost if they were
rearranged; a level 3 response contains details that are gathered and organized
but sections of the paper are not necessarily unified.

Table 25 shows percentages of 17-year-olds responding in the various cohesion
score points.

Table 25. Percentages of 17-year-olds at Each Cohesion Score Level,
"Stork" Exercise,

Nonrate- Inadequate Attempts at Cohesion Cohesion and Cohesion
able Cohesion Coherence or Better
0 1 2 3 4 3 &4
0.1% - 12.7% 73.2% 14.07% 87.2%

Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding.

Only 13% of the 17-year-olds failed to tell a story in a manner that was at

least coherent.
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A comparison of students' primary trait and cohesion scores shows that, as
would be expected from scores on the two scales separately, most students either
scored the same on the two scales or did better on the cohesion than the primary

trait rating (Table 26).

Table 26. Comparison of 17-vear-0lds' Primary Trait and Cohesion
Scores, "Stork" Exercise.

Primary Trait Cohesion Scores
Scores 1 2 3 4
1 - 2.1% - % -7
2 - 9.9 14.2 0.1
3 - 0.7 59.0 4.8
41 - - - 9.0

1All level 4 primary trait papers received a 4 on the cohesion scale
because coherence was a necessary condition for a level 4 primary

’ trait rating.

Females' performance was superior to males' on this task for both primary
trait and cohesion scores, although the difference was somewhat more marked for
the primary trait ratings (Table 27). More males than females were found in the
lowest two primary trait levels and in level 2 for cohesion.

Table 27. Results for Male and Female 1. :ar-olds, Primary Trait
and Cohesion Scales, ''Stork" Exercise.

All 17-year-olds Male!l Femalel
Primary Trait Score
3 and 4 combined 73.5% 66.87% 80.2%
(-6.7%) ( 6.8%)
2, 3 and 4 combined 97.7 96.6 98.9
(-1.1%) 1.1%)
Cohesion Score
3 and 4 combined 87.2 83.9 90.4
' (=3.2%) ( 3.2%)

lNumbers in parentheses indicate difference from the overall percentage.
Positive numbers indicate a performance above and negative numbers a
performance below the overall percentage.
*Difference is statistically significant at the .05 level.
&) 4=
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Seventeen-year-olds whose families did not speak English in the home before
the children entered school showed a slightly different pattern of performance
than those whose families spoke English or English and another language. The non-
English-speaking group was considerably more likely than the others to be in score
point 2 on the primary trait scale -- 397 of the peopte whose families didn't speak
English in the home produced papers that received a primary trait rating of 2
compared with 245% of all DoDDS students. Fewer of the students from non~English-
speaking homes than all DoDDS students were included when primary trait categories
3 and 4 were combined. This group was alsc below all DoDDS students on cohesion
score point 4 -- 6% of those whose families did not speak English compared with
14% of all DoDDS students were found in this category. However, when cohesion
score points 3 and 4 were combined, differences between the various language in
the home groups were not significant.

Number of years spent in DoDDS schools did not result in any significant
differences for 17-year-olds on aither the primary trait or the cohesion scales
for this exercise.

Expressive writing trains students in such skills as controlling point of
view, role playing, elaborating and inventing. Persuasive writing trains them to
be responsive to their audiences and to use a host of logical and argumentative
strategies to present ideas and influence readers' views. Needless to say, good
persuasive writing is often expressive, as well; humorous writing -- particularly
satire -- can be very persuasive. So the skills require! for expressive and
persuasive writing often overlap each other and also overlap skills involved in
explanatory discourse,

Seventeen-year-olds were asked to respond to the following persuasive task:
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Some high school students have proposed converting an old house into

a recreation center where young people might drop in evenings for talk
and relaxation. Some local residents oppose the plan on the grounds
that the center would depress property values in the neighborhood and
attract undesirable types. A public hearing has been called. Write a
brief speech that you would make supporting or opposing the plan.
Remember to take only ONE point of view. Organize your arguments
carefully and be as convincing as possible. Space is provided below

and on the next three pages.
The item as it appeared to students is found in Appendix A, Students were given
approximately 15 minutes for this task.
There are many means by which the writers might attempt to sway this audience.
They could appeal to general truths, to experience or to social values. They could
marshall evidence about other such centers in an effort to be scientific, or they
could attempt to appeal to the sympathies of the audience. Good writers will
recognize the need to anticipate and defuse objections -- in other words, they will
. attend to both sides of the issue, bui ctate a clear preference for their —riew.
Accordingly, the scoring guide emphasized respond>nts' ability to define and
defend a point of view. Level 1 papers either do not take a position or do not
o give reasons to support their arguments. Level 2 papers state or imply a position
and present arguments but the arguments are not well-linked. Level 3 papers
present a position and one substantially or two moderately developed lines of
argument; level 4 papers present at least two moderately developed lines of argument,
one of which supports the position and who which refutes possible objections. The
complete text of the scoring guide appears in Appendix B. Tatle 28 displays the

results,
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Table 28. Percentages of 17-year-olds at Each Primary Trait Score
Level, "Rec Center" Exercise.

Nonrate- Not Minimally Persuasive Fully Marginal Competent
able Persuasive Persuasive Persuasive or Better or Better

0 1 2 3 4 2,3 &4 3 &4
0.4% 22.7% 54.9% 19.9% 1.8% 76.6% 21.7%%

+
Percentages may not total 100% due to rounding.

This item proved much more difficult than the previously discussed task of
writing a story about a pictured stork. Slightly over one-fifth of the papers were
rated competent or better. If marginally competent papers (level 2) are included,
slightly over three-fourths of the students performed the task at some level of
competence. But the jump from marginal to competent or better papers is a big
one. Outstanding papérs; according to the criteria used, were rare.

Females again had significantly higher primary trait scores than males. Males
were more likely to be scored at level 1 -- 28% of the males compared with 17% of
the females -- while females predominated at level 3, which included 15% of the
males and 25% of the females. When scc > points 3 and 4 and score points 2, 3 and
4 were combined, females outperformed males by about 11 percentage points in each
case.

Strong patterns of performance did not emerge for differences in language
spoken in the home prior to school or number of years in the DoDDS system. Those
whose families had not spoken English were less likely than the other groups to
score at primary trait level 4; when primary trait score points 3 and 4 were
combined, those whose families spoke qnly English did slightly better than the
other two groups. When score points 2, 3 and 4 were combined, differences were

not significant. No significant differences by length of time in DoDDS schools

-49~

- o6



were found for individual primary trait score points or for score points 3 and 4
combined. When primary trait score points 2, 3 and 4 were combined, those in DoDDS
schools for three years or longer were significantly above the overall percentage
while the other two groups did not differ significantly above the overall percentage.

A comparison of primary trait results for the "Stork" and "Rec Center" essays
bears out what might have been expected when scores were viewed separately -- many
students had a lower primary trait score on "Rec Center'" than or "Stork." Table 29
shows percentages in each combination of score points for the two items.

Table 29. Comparison of 17-year-olds' Primary Trait Scores on
"Stork" and "Rec Center" Exercises,

"Rec Center" Primary Trait Scores

"Stork" Primary 1 2 3 4
Trait Scores
‘ ' 1 1.7% 0.4% - % - %
2 7.8 13.4 3.4 0.3
3 11.6 38.1 12.6 1.1
4 1.7 3.0 4.0 0.4

Twenty-eight percent of the students had the same primary trait score on each
essay; half were one score point lower on "Rec Center'" than on "Stork" and 15%
were two score points lower. Five percent scored one point higher on "Rec Center"
than on "Stork."

Besides actually writing, like the l13-year-olds, 17-ye.r-olds answered a
number of questions about how'much writing they do, what kinds of writing instruc-
tion they have had and how they feel about writing. The complete text of the

questions appears in Appendix A. The results (Table 30) prompt a number of

observations:
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Almost two-fifths of the students have written five or more papers
during the last six weeks; only 16% reported writing one or no papers.
Forty percent of the students said little or no time is spent on
writing instruction in their English classes; 24% spend half or more
of their English class time in writing instruction,
Seventeen-year-olds are more likely to be encouraged to jot down notes
and ideas before writing than to be encouraged to make outlines =-- 59%
usually are encouraged to jot notes while 45% usually are encouraged
to make outlines.

Half of the 17-year-olds usually receive written suggestions about
their writing from their teachers. Far fewer —- 28% -- usually discus~
their papers with their teachers, while 16% never discuss their papers
with their teachers.

Very few students usually work on a paper to improve it after it has
been returned; 387 never do so.

About one-fourth of the students usually enjoy writing assignments,

Another 62% sometimes enjoy them.
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Table 30.

How many reports and essays written
during the last six weeks as part
of any school assignment?

Time spent in English class on
instruction in writing?

Encouraged to jot down ideas and
make notes before writing?

Encouraged to make outlines before
writing?

Do you write a paper more than once
before turning it in?

When papers are returned, do they
have written suggestions on how to
improve your writing?

When papers are returned, do
teachers discuss them with you?

-52-~

Responses to Questions about Writing Instruction, Age 17

2-4
5-10
10

None

Little

1/3 of time
1/2 of time
Most of time

Usually
Sometimes
Never/No papers written

Usually
Sometimes
Never /No papers written

Usually
Sometimes
Never /No papers written

Usually
Sometimes
Never /No papers written

Usually
Sometimes
Never /No papers written

58.74
36.1
5.1

45.4%
43.6
10.7

63.9%
3.0
5.1



Table 30 (continued)

After a paper is returned, do you
work on it again to improve it?

Usually 15.1%
Sometimes 46.3
Never /No papers written 38.5
Do you enjoy working on writing
assignments?
Usually 24.3%
Sometimes 62.5
Never/No papers written 13.1

Seventeen-year-old males' and females' instructional experiences with writing
appear to be fairly similar. They write approximately the same number of papers
and spend about the same amount of class time in writing instruction, Teachers
write suggestions and discuss papers with both sexes equally. Females are moré
likely to rewrite their papers before turning them in. Females are also much more
likely to say that they enjoy writing -- 32% of them said that they usually enjoy
writing assignments compared with 17Z of the males.

Some differences were apparent when results were analyzed for language spoken
in the home prior to schooling and number of years in the DoDDS system. Those
whose families had not spoken English were more likely than the other two groups
to have written 2-4 essays and less likely to have written 5-10 essays. Students
whose families spoke English were somewhat less likely to discuss returned papers
with their teachers and considerably less likely to work to improve their papers
after they were returned than students whose fémilies had not spoken English
exclus;vely.

Those who had spent three or more years in the DoDDS system were more likely

than the other groups to say they were usually encouraged to make outlines. Teacher
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discussion of papers also showed some variation, with those who had spent less
than one year in the system more likely to say teachers usually discussed papers
with them, and those with three or more years in the system were more likely to
say that they sometimes discussed papers with their teachers. However, when
students saying they usually or sometimes discussed papers with their teachers
were added together, percentages were much the same regardless of the time spent
in the DoDDS system. Those in DODDS schools less than one year were more likely
to say they usually worked to improve papers after they were returned while those
attending DoDDS schools for one to two years were more likely to say they never

tried to improve returned papers.
Comparison of Results for DoDDS 17-Year-0Olds and the Nation

. The differences in performance between DoDDS 17-year-olds and students in
the continental United States, as measured by NAEP, were not as striking as those
seen at the younger ages. In fact, for the expressive essay about the stork, in
which students were asked to generate a fictional narrative, no significant

differences were seen for either the primary trait or the cohesion scales (Table 31).
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Table 31. Comparison of Primary Trait and Cohesion Scores for
17-year-old DoDDS Students and the Nation, "Stork" Exercise.

Nation DoDDS Difference®

Primary trait score level

1 1.1% 2.1% 1.0

2 23.1 24.3 1.1

3 64.7 64.5 - 0.2

4 10.2 9.0 -1.,1

3 & 4 combined 74.8 73.5 - 1.4

2, 3 & 4 combined 98.0 97.7 - 0.2
Cohesion score level

1 % -2 -

2 12.1 12.7 0.6

3 70.9 73.2 2.3

4 15.5 14.0 - 1.5

. 3 & 4 combined 86.4 87.2 0.8

*A positive number indicates a higher percentage of DoDDS students in the
category; a negative difference means that the national percentage was
higher than that for DoDDS students.

The lack of differences may reflect the fact that this proved to be a relatively

easy exercise and thus may not discriminate well between different levels of writing

ability.

However, even on the "Rec Center" exercise, which resulted in considerab.
lower scores, differences between DoDDS students and the nation were not as large
as those reen for the younger ages. DoDDS students did, however, show an advantage
over their stateside counterparts. A comparison of l7-year-olds' results on this

item appears in Table 32.
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Table 32. Comparison of Primary Trait Scores for l7-year-old DoDDS
Students and the Nation, "Rec Center" Exercise.

Nation DoDNS Difference’

Primary trait score

1 25.2% 22.7% - 2.5

2 57.5 54,9 - 2.6

3 14.5 20.0 5.4%

4 0.6 1.8 1.2%

3 & 4 combined 15.2 21.7 6.6%

2, 3 & 4 combined 72.7 76.6 3.9

+

A positive number indicates a higher percentage of DoDDS students in the
category; a negative difference means that the national percentage was
higher than that for DoDDS students.

*Difference is statistically significant at the .05 level.

Larger percentages of DoDDS students than the nation were found in the two
highest score categories; however, the difference was not significant when results
for the three highest categories were combined. In should be noted that a majority
of both the NAEP and DoDDS students were found in level 2 on this task. The
difference seen at the higher levels may indicate that the differences are in the
top range of writing ability, although about the same numbers are able to produce
a marginally competent piece of work.

Table 33 displays responses of 17-year-old DoDDS students and l7-year-olds in
the nation to questions about instructional experiences with writing. Differences
on some questions were not as great as those seen for l3-year-olds. Like the
13-year-olds, DoDDS 17-year-olds appear to write more papers than the nation, but
differences in the amount of class time spent in writing instruction and the extent
of teacher feedback (written suggestions or discussions with teachers when papers

are returned) are not evident at age 17 although they were for 13-year-olds.

-56-~



Table 33. Comparison of Writing Instructional Experiences of
17-year-old DoDDS Students and the Nation.

Nation DoDnS Difference*
How many reports and essays written
during last six wecks as part of
any school assignment?
0-1 26.3% 16.2% -10.0*
2-5 49.9 53.3 3.4
6-10 14.6 19.5 4,9%
greater than 20 5.3 10.0 4,7%
Time spent in English class on
instruction in writing?
None or little 37.4% 39.8% 2.4
1/3 of time 37.1 36.1 - 1.0
1/2 or most of time 24.3 23.6 - 0.8
‘ Encouraged to jot down ideas and
make notes before writing?
Usually 54.4% 58.7% 4.3%
Sometimes 35.1 36.1 1.0
Never/No papers written 7.7 5.1 - 2.6
Encouraged to make outlines
before writing?
Usually 49,47 45.47 - 4,0
Sometimes 35.5 43.6 8.1%
Never/No papers written 11.2 10.7 - 0.4
Do you write a paper more than
once before turning it in?
Usually 56.3% 63.9% 7.6%
Sometimes 35.9 31.0 ~ 5.0%
Never/No papers written 7.8 5.1 - 2,7%

*a positive difference indicates a higher DoDDS performance; a negative
difference indicates a higher national performance.

. *Difference is statistically significant at the .05 level.
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Table 33. (continued)
Nation DoDDS Differencet

When papers are roturned, do
they have written suggestions on
how to improve your writing?

Usually 48.0% 49.6% 1.6
Somatimes 44,2 43.2 - 1.0
Never/No papers written 7.7 7.2 - 0.6
When papers are returned, do
teachers discuss them with you?
Usually 27.0% 27.8% 0.7
Somet imes 57.1 56.7 - 0.4
Never/No papers written 15.9 15.5 - 0.3
After a paper is returned, do
you work on it again to improve it?
Usually 13.4% 15.1% - 0.7
. Somet imes 46.2 46.3 0.1
Never/Ko papers written 40.3 38.5 - 1.9
Do you enjoy working on writing
assignments?
Usually 20.6% 24.37% 3.7%
Somet imes 55.3 62.5 7.2%
Never/No papers written 24,1 13.1 -11.0%

+A positive difference indicates a higher DoDDS performance; a negative
difference indicates a higher national performance.

*Difference is statistically significaut at the .05 level.

DoDDS students at both ages 13 and 17 appear to get more enc.uragement than
students in the nation to jot notes or ideas and to make o'tlines before writing.
DoDDS students are no more inclined than their counterparts in the nation to work

to iuprove their papers after they are returned.
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DoDDS students at both ages 13 and 17 appear to have much more favorable
attitudes toward writing than the nation. At age 17, approximately 87% of the
DoDDS students compared with about 76% of the students in the nation said they
usually or sometime: enjoy writing assignments. Nearly one-quarter of the
l7-year-olds in the nation said they never enjoy their writing assignments
compared with only 13% of the DoDDS students.

A complete writing program would ideally include 1) prewriting instruction,
2) oral and written feedback on papers, 3) encouragement to write several drafts
of papery and 4) opportunities to work on papers after they have been reviewed by
teachers. Just over one-third of the DoDDS students indicated that three or four
of these activities are a part of their writing program, Percentages of DoDDS
students whose programs include various numbers of these steps and comparisons
with percentages of the nation participating in different numbers of steps appear
in Table 34, DoDDS students are more likely ° atgicipate in at least one or two
steps than the nation's l7-year-olds; however, percentages participating in three

or more activities arv sim:ilzr for DoDDS students and the nation.
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Table 34, Comparison of l7-year-old DoDDS Students and the Nation Engag ing
in Various Numbers of Writing Instructional Activities
Activities:
Prewriting (jot notes or make outline)
Write paper more than once
Receive teacher suggestions (oral or written)

Rework paper following suggestions

+

Nation DaDDS Difference
Participate in at least cne
of the above 89,.5% 93.6% b 1*
Participate in at least two
of the above 67.0 72.8 5.8*
Participate in at least three
of the above 34,2 35.5 1.3

+A positive number indicates a higher percentage of DoDDS students in
the category; a negative difference means that the national percentage
was higher than that for DeDDS students.

*Difference is statistically significant at the .05 level.
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1. Below are some sets of shert sentences. Each set can be improved by
combining the given sentences into one sentence that says the same thine.

For example, if the sentences were:

A cat chased the ball.
The cat was big.

It was gray.

You could write:

A b guy cat chrod
the

Sae2 I

After you hear each set read aloud, read the sentences silently to yourselfand
figure out a way to combine them into one sentence. Besureyour sentence has
the same meaning as the sentences in the given set. Then write your sentence
on the lines. The first two sets of sentences to be combined are located on the

next page.

PLEASE CONTINUE ON THE NEXT PAGE
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1. (Continued)

A.

Bill’s coat was in the closet.

The coa* was new.

It was leather.

B.

A rope was the clue to the mystery.

"™ The rope was twisted.

The rope was hanging from a tree branch.
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1. (Continued)

C. John knows a magician.

The magician is clever.

The magician can make an elephant disappear.

( DO NOT CONTINUE
STOP | UnTiL ToLD TO DO SO.
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' DIXECTIONS FOR ANSWERING THE NEXT EXERCISE
[ J
The next exercise in this booklet will be a long exercise, so you will have more
" time and more space for your answer. Your answer should be written or printed
on the blank lines following the exercise. Please use as much of this space as you
®
— need.
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(Continued)

Here is a pcture of a girl who is having fun in the summer. Look at the picture

for a while. What do you think she is doing? What do you think she might do

next?

Write a story that tells what the picture is 2about.

IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, CONTINUE ON THE NEXT PAGE.
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DIRECTIONS FOR ANSWERING THE LAST EXERCISE

The last exercise has seven questions. Each question has several possible answers

following it.
Here is an example of this kind of question.

EXAMPLE

How many days are there in one week?

> b5 days > 6 days @ 7 days > Idon’t know.

The oval beside “7 days’ has been filled in because thereareseven daysinone week.

Remember, fill in only one oval for each question. Fill in the oval COMPLETELY.

If you change an answer, be sure to erase your first answer COMPLETELY.

The last exercise is on the back page. The administrator will help you with the

questions.

DO NOT CONTINUE
UNTIL TOLD TO DO SO.
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1. Does your family get a newspaper regularly?

> Yes O No — [ don’t know.
2. Does your family get any magazines regularly?
O Yes O No > ldon’t know.
3. Are there more than 25 books in your home?
> Yes  No > Ildon’t know.
4. Is there an encyclopedia in your home?
> Yes o> No — Idon't know.
5. 3efore you started school, what language(s) did you speak most

often at home?
> English only
> A language other than English

> English and some other language

> Idon’t know.

6. Is English the language spoken most often in your home now?
O Yes O No > Idon’t know.

7. Altogether, how long have you attended the Overseas Dependents
Schools?
> Lessthan 1 year
> 1to2years

> 3 yearsor more

> Idon’t know.
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Below are some sets of short sentences. Each set can be improved by
combining the given sentences into one sentence that says the same thing.
For example, if the sentences were:

A cat chased the ball.

The cat was big.

It was gray.

You could write:

@W% chawd

]

_ e

After you hear each set read aloud, read the sentences silently to yourself and
figure out a way tocombine them into one sentence. Besure your sentence has
the same meaning as the sentences in the given set. Then write your sentence

on the lines. Now here¢ is the first set of sentences to be combined:

A. Her cries were lost in the storm.
Her cries were thin.

Her cries were small.
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1. (Continued)

B. A guard kept the children from touching the animals.
The guard was bored.
The guard was at the doorway.
The animals were dusty.
The animals were stuffed.

The animals were in the museum display.

DO NOT CONTINUE
UNTIL TOLD. TO DO SO.
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1. (Continued) o,
C.  The lookout was frightened. -
He was clinging to the mast. :
He realized the tidal wave would swamp the ship. o’
[
The wave would send it plunging to the depths. -
o
DO NOT CONTINUE -
UNTIL TOLD TO DO SO. -
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DIRECTIONS FOR ANSWERING THE NEXT EXERCISE

The next exercise ir. this booklet will be a long exercise, so you will have more
time and more space for your answer. Your answer shou!d be written or printed
on the blank lines following the exercise. Please use as much of this space as you

need.
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Pretend that when you got up this morning, you looked out the

window and saw that it was raining. How did you feel?

Thin* for a while about the feelings you have on a rainy morning.

Then write a comp:

you feel.

elling how a rainy school morning makes

IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, CONTINUE ON THk NEXT PAGE.
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DO NOT CONTINUE
UNTIL TOLD TO DO SO.
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DIRECTIONS FOR ANSWERING THE LAST EXERCISE

The last exercise in the booklet asks about your writing assignments in school.

Remember, there are no “right” or “wrong” answers for these types of questions.

We want to know how you honestly feel and what really happens when you do a

writing assignment.

For Part A of the exercise, you will need to write your answer on the answer line

following the question.

For Parts B through I, each question has several possible answers following it.
Choose only ONE answer for each question. Toindicate your answer, fill in the oval
beside the answer that you choose. Be sure to fill in that oval COMPLETELY. If

you change an answer, erase your first answer completely.

- ) DO NOT CONTINUE
UNTIL TOLD TO DO SO.




3. A. How many reports and essays have you written during the last six

weeks as part of any school assignment?

B. In the general English, literature or grammar classes you have taken
during the past two years, about what part of the class time was spent

on instruction in how to write reports and essays?

None of the time
Little of the time
About one-third of the time

About one-half of the time

00000

Most of the time

C. Areyouencouraged to jot down ideas and make notes about the topic of
your paper before you write it?
Usually Sometimes Never I haven’t written any papers.
(- (- (- (-
D. Areyouencouraged to make outlines of your papers before you write
them?

Usually Sometimes Never I haven’t written any papers.
la—) () () la—)

PLEASE CONTINUE ON THE NEXT PAGE
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3. (Continued)

!
&

Do you write a paper more than once before you turn it in to your

teachers?

Usually Sometimes Never I haven't written any papers.
—_ ) ) ()

F. When your papers are returned, do they have written suggestions on

how to improve your writing?

Usually Sometimes Never I haven't written any papers.
() ) ) ()

G. When your papers are returned, do your teachers discuss them with
you?
Usually Sometimes Never I haven’t written any papers.
) ) () )
H. After your papers are returned, do you work on the paper again to
improve it?
Usually Sometimes Never I haven't written any papers.
) ) () )
I. Do you enjoy working on writing assignments?

Usually Sometimes Never I haven’t written any papers.
() ) ) ()

DO NOT CONTINUE
UNTIL TOLD TO DO SO.
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Does your family get a newspaper regularly?

O Yes > No <  Idon't know.
Does your family get any magazines regularlyv?

> Yes — No — Idon’t know.
Are there more than 25 books in your home?

> Yes > No — Idon’t know.
Is there an encyclopedia in your home?

— Yes — No — Idon't know.
Before you started school, what language(s) did you speak most
often at home?

> English only

> A language other than English

> English and some other language

™ Idon’t know.

Is English the language spoken most often in your home now?
> Yes — No ™ Idon't know.

Altogether, how long have you attended the Overseas Dependents
Schools?

> Less than 1 year

— 1to2years

> J3yearsor more

> Idon’t know.
Where did you live on your ninth birthday?

 In the United States (Please specify the state or territory.)

> Outside the United States (Please specify the country.)

> Idon’t know. 09
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DIRECTIONS FOR ANSWERING THE FIRST EXERCISE

The first exercise in this booklet will be a long exercise, so you will have plenty of
time and space for your a..~wer. Your answer should be writien or printed on the

blank lines following the exercise. Please use as much of this space as you need.
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I (Continued)

Look at the picture printed on the opposite page for a while, and then make

up a story abeut it. When you are ready, write your story. 1t may be help-

ful for you to start with one of the following lines, but you may begin in any

way you wish.

Possible FFirst Lines

{ “1I'm telling you, Henry, if you don’t gt rid of that thing,
f IL's going to cat up the cat!™

“But, Mother, I am telling the truth! [t laid an egg in the

i
{
|
i Chevy.”
% “Last night a very odd-looking bird appeuared in the neigh-
I bhorhood.™
i -
# ] ;
! S -
- i -
- |
|
- !
. i
. i . ; .
. i
- |
. g — e V_._-_A...___._.___m.,,,__mj\\\
. IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, CONTINUE ON THE NEXT PAGE. /'
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DIRECTIONS FOR ANSWERING THE NEXT KEXERCISHE

The next exercise in this booklet will be another writing task, so you will have
plenty of time and space for your answer. Your answer should be written or
printed on the blank lines following the exercise. PPlease use as much of this space

as you need.
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‘e |

! » . .
, | 2. Some high school students have proposed converting an old house into a
@ |
\ f recreation center where young people might drop in evenings for talk and
; f : : .
- relaxation. Some local residents oppose the plim on the grounds that the
-
_ j center would depress property values in the neighborhood and attract

|
:o I undesirable types. A publie hearing has been called. Write a brief speech
* .

} that you would make supporting or opposing the plan. Remember to take
- only ONE point of view. Organize your arguments carefully and be as
[ J

convincing as possible. Space is provided below and on the next three pages.

™,

b e e

e AN

i IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, CONTINUE ON THE NEXT PAGE. \
A B C
CoCOC
COCH
P ¢ coec>ED
S 1 2 R 1 2 R CHOCOCD A
D ) OO OOOCD COCOCOHT
D COOCD COCOD D E F OO
oum) OO MMM COOHCOHCD oo
D COCD O COCOC |
o) OCOHCD COr O OO (O
(- OO OO O

O

EMC O 01007 52A 3 9. 9

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



Q

E119

2.

(Co.itinued)

IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, CONTINUE ON THE NEXT PAGE.
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(Continued)

IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, CONTINUE ON THE NEXT PAGE.
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(Continued)
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DIRECTIONS FOR ANSWERING THE LAST EXERCISE

The last exercise in the booklet asks about your writing assignments in school.
Remember, there are no “right” or “wrong' answers for these types of questions.
We want to know how you honestly feel and what really happens when you do a

writing assignment.

For Part A of the exercise, you will need to write your answer on the answer line

following the question.

For Parts B through I, each question has several possible answers following it.
Chocseonly ONE answer for each question. Toindicate youranswer, fillin the oval
beside the answer that you choose. Be sure to fill in that oval COMPLETELY. If

you change an answer, erase your first answer completely.

_—

DO NOT CONTINUE
STOP | unTiL TOLD 0 DO sO.
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8. A, How many reports and essays have you written during the last six

weeks as part of any school assignment?

B.  In the general English, literature or grammar classes you have taken
dufing the past two years, about what part of the class time was spent

on instruction in how to write reports and essays? -

None of the time

Little of the time

About one-third of the time
About one-half of the time

00000

Most of the time

C. Arzyou encouraged to jot down ideas and make notes about the topic of
your paper before you write it?
Usually Sometimes Never I haven’t written any papers.
() () () ()
D. Areyou encouraged to make outlines of your papers before you write

them?

Usually Sometimes Never I haven’t wriiten any papers.
() ) () ()

PLEASE CONTINUE ON THE NEXT PAGE
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» 3. (Continued)
»
- E. Do you write a paper more than once before you turn it in to your
teachers? '
» Usually Sometimes Never I haven't written any papers.
» o (e (eam o
» F.  When your papers are returned, do they have written suggestions on
, .
how to improve your writing?
Uspally Sometimes Never I haven’t written any papers.
(o ) () ()
G. When your papers are returned, do your teachers discuss them with
you?
Usually Sometimes Never I haven't written any papers.
o () () ()
“ H. After your papers are returned, do you work on the paper again to
improve it? )

Usually Sometimes Never I haven't written any papers.
() () ) ()
I. Do you enjoy working on writing assignments?

Usually Sometimes Never I haven't written any papers.
() () () ()

—,

DO NOT CONTINUE
STOP UNTIL TOLD TO DO SO.
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Doos your family got a newspaper rogularly?

= Yus <D No > 1 don't know,

Does your family get 